Red Talon STD/HIV Coalition

Our goal is to reduce the prevalence of STDs among American Indians and Alaska Natives in the Pacific Northwest by uniting to share wisdom, data, and resources, identify and address common priorities, and develop strategies to eliminate STD-related disparities.

Meeting Minutes – October 19, 2006
Pendleton, OR


Meeting Attendees: 
Frank Sanchez (Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde), Jutta Riediger (SPIPA), Irene Kipp (Nez Perce Tribe), Cheri Cox (Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde), Connie Barton (Coquille Tribe), Charlene La Chance (Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde), Anita Davis (Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs), Judith Charley (Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs), LeAnn Alexander (Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation), Stephanie Craig Rushing (NPAIHB). Ten participants representing 7 NW tribes and tribal organizations.


Project Red Talon Update - The Coalition is on track to complete all of the Goals and Objectives for Year 1 of the Tribal Action Plan. Results from the 2006 STD Capacity survey were reviewed. If interested, please contact Stephanie to obtain copies of the two reports.
School Based Screening – The group discussed the School-based chlamydia screening project that is now underway by the IHS’s National Sexually Transmitted Disease Program. The IHS has been working to tailor a mainstream screening toolkit for use in Tribal communities, and would like to work with any interested tribes to help pilot the project.  
Potential modifications were discussed, including the need for education targeting the school board, tribal council, and parents of teens. Tribal ownership of data and treatment costs were also discussed. The group voiced strong interested in exploring the potential for pilot-testing this project.

Action Items: 
1. Coalition members will begin discussions regarding school-based chlamydia screening with key personnel at the tribal-level.
2. Stephanie Craig Rushing will invite Scott Tulloch and Lori de Ravelo to attend the January Coalition meeting to continue and expand this discussion.

3. Stephanie will work with each state’s Department of Education (through the Indian Ed. Program) to invite school nurses to join the discussion.

STD/HIV Media Materials – G & G Mock-Ups (See documents attached) - The group reviewed the media mock-ups produced by G&G for design, imagery, and message content. (The text content was reviewed at the last meeting and is available from Stephanie.) A number of concerns/suggestions were discussed:
Stop the Silence: 

· Members would like to see both males and females represented in the “Stop the Silence” posters… (Perhaps a girl with beads or a ring, Boy with braids). 

· Liked the general layout and background content. 

· Would like to see the words “HIV/AIDS” appear somewhere in the background. 

· Would like to see text on the bottom of all campaign posters (along with the website) that reads something like: “Learn about it • Prevent it • Get Tested • Get Treatment and Care”

· Would like to see the green/blue teen ‘zine design used for the issues targeting the younger kids.

AIDS Kills:

· Group didn’t like the negative message.
· First impression: genocide, school violence/shootings, very dramatic

· Would like to see message shifted toward something positive like “Protect our Blood” - without the blood splatters.

· Image is a little too fuzzy - we couldn’t tell that it was a girl with a feather at first. 
· Maybe this design strategy is more appropriate for the parents and the older teen ‘zines.

· Brainstorming thoughts… Maybe take the picture from behind. Maybe take group photo (Basketball, rodeo, circle dance) and leave one pair of moccasins empty. 

Campaign Logo

· Liked the eagle ribbon as a campaign logo.

· Eagle should have an eye.

· The ribbon loop should be longer and narrower - not quite so fat.

· Would like to see the “stopthesilence.com” possibly in black. And play with the placement of “stopthesilence.com”… maybe placed diagonally like a slash.
General design comments:

· Remember to leave space in one corner of each campaign product for the clinics to add their own contact information using stickers.

· In PSA’s targeting parents, don’t just target moms about talking to teens about sex… It’s a Man’s job too to talk to their sons about sex and STDs.

· Stay positive - Our sexuality is natural - The “stop the silence message” works for both teens and parents.

Action Items: 
1. Stephanie will relay the Coalition’s recommendations to G&G and will distribute new mock-ups to PRT contacts when they become available.

2. Stephanie will work with the OR TRENS youth conference to gather additional input from NW Native youth.

National Coalition of STD Directors – Potential Funding Opportunity - NCSD and the IHS met with Stephanie to discuss potential funding opportunities for the Red Talon Coalition. The Coalition provided three recommendations for future funding requests. (Please contact Stephanie to provide additional input.)
· Mini-grant money to support community-based projects

· Continue to fund the quarterly meetings of the Red Talon Coalition 

· Develop activities to draw youth into the Coalition process (ie. Youth mini grants, youth coalition, youth action plan)
Action Item: 
1. Stephanie will relay the Coalition’s recommendations to the IHS and NCSD and will continue to negotiate a potential scope of work.

SPNS Grant – HRSA Consultation - Irene Kipp (Nez Perce) and Stephanie Craig Rushing (NPAIHB) have been invited to a HRSA consultation meeting on the next round of funding for the SPNS HIV/AIDS grant serving Native communities. The purpose of this meeting is to convene a panel of experts from the American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) community to discuss the current HIV treatment and care issues affecting this population.  The goal is to assist the Special Programs for National Significance (SPNS) program in developing future HRSA funding opportunities that will strategically target the identified issues/needs.  
The coalition discussed significant issues and talking points that they felt should be expressed during this meeting. Talking points included:

· Continue this funding.

· New funding should provide room to support community development and awareness building activities. An educational component is critical to program success.
· Recognize that recipients will need to provide HIV/AIDS Technical Assistance within their community(s).

· Grant conditions/requirements should be consistent from year-to-year. 

· Minimize unnecessary reporting.

· Recognize the time requirements involved with University and Tribal IRB processes, and ensure that steps are taken to establish Tribal Ownership of all data collected.

· Ensure that the program is flexible enough to allow for community tailoring.

· Ensure that Native people are involved with the grant’s development and implementation.
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Maintain budget flexibility - Food is critical to getting people to the table. Incentives are needed to encourage and acknowledge community member testing and participation.

Please send Stephanie any additional concerns or talking points.
 Next Meeting: Portland, OR - NPAIHB Offices


 Thursday, January 18th, 2007 

 Tentative time: 10:30am - 3:00pm


